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save the highest throughout the country became necessary; the
task was difficult, as the number and variety of classes and
departments must always be extraordinarily great in such an
empire as this. It was performed by John Lawrence's
Government with patient assiduity, with much consideration
towards those concerned, and yet with faithful regard to public
economy.

The rapid increase in the value of cotton, and the extraordi-
nary exportation of that staple in consequence, gave birth to
a hydra-headed speculation, which has been explained in the
previous'chapter XII. on western India. The ruin which
usually follows in such cases, came in this case swiftly, on
the cessation of war in America. For a climax to the mis-
fortune, the Bank of Bombay became involved in danger; and
as this institution was connected with the State, its condition
caused the liveliest concern not only to the Government of
Bombay, but to the Government of India. John Lawrence
and his advisers did what they could to arrest the downward
course and avert the catastrophe. After all, the Bank fell,
causing loss more or less severe to many constituents who,
relying on the Government connection, justly thought them-
selves safe when resorting to the Bank. Consequently much
excitement arose in India, which extended to England, and
formed the subject of a discussion in the House of Commons.
Then a commission of enquiry was formed, which, after making
full enquiries and distributing blame amongst many authorities,
remarked upon the steadiness and carefulness displayed by
the Government of India under John Lawrence during that
troublous time.

In respect to moral progress, John Lawrence pursued the
same policy regarding education as that already described in
chapter Y. relating to the Panjab. For high education he
allowed the universities which had been established by law
to work out their views tending towards instruction in classics
and literature rather than in physical science. He interested
himself much regarding primary education for the humbler
classes, and the extension of village schools. This sort of